




























Over half of all births to young adults in the United States now occur outside of marriage, and many 
are unplanned. The result is increased poverty and inequality for children. In Generation Unbound, 
Isabel V. Sawhill argues for social policy to change “drifters” into “planners.” In a well-written and 
accessible review of the impact of family structure on child well-being, Sawhill contrasts “planners,” 
who are delaying parenthood until after they marry, with “drifters,” who are having unplanned children 
early and outside of marriage. These two distinct patterns are contributing to an emerging class divide 
and threatening social mobility in the United States. Sawhill attempts to show that it is possible, by 
changing the default, to move from a culture that accepts a high number of unplanned pregnancies to a 
culture in which adults only have children when they are ready to be a parent.

BY ISABEL V. SAWHILL

Generation Unbound: Drifting into Sex and 
Parenthood without Marriage

The American Families of Faith Project is a national research project led by SFL professor David C. 
Dollahite and Loren D. Marks, associate professor of family studies at Louisiana State University, who 
will be joining the BYU SFL faculty Fall 2015. This website summarizes some of their key findings and 
makes available their published research for those who want to explore the findings in more depth.
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americanfamiliesoffaith.byu.edu   
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This website was designed by SFL professor Alan J. Hawkins and some of his students. The website is 
designed to be a resource for individuals who may be thinking about getting a divorce, or who may be 
trying to avoid getting a divorce. The website contains solid information about important questions that 
people thinking about divorce often have. Dr. Hawkins and his students will be building more content 
on the website over time. 

YourDivorceQuestions.org 




